
 



Seabirds and cetaceans (whales and dolphins) have such a captivating grip on our 

imagination that the opportunity to spend a week seeking them out in one of the 

most breathtakingly beautiful places in the world is a mouth-watering prospect.  

The North-West of Scotland and the Western Isles provide a truly majestic backdrop 

to this new tour. We will gaze out to sea from dramatic headlands, walk on remote 

pristine shores and step aboard a variety of boats to get intimate views of some of 

the UKôs most memorable wild creatures. We have timed this tour to coincide with 

the southward migration of the seabirds and the peak period for cetacean diversity in 

Scottish waters. 

Our journey begins in Inverness, where our party will gather before heading for the 

nearby shores of the Moray Firth. Our first stop, Chanonry Point, is arguably the best 

mainland dolphin watchpoint in the UK. Here the worldôs most northerly population of 

Bottlenose Dolphins chase the summer-run of salmon and on a rising tide it is quite 

common for a dozen or more dolphins to be just a few metres offshore. On many 

days it is possible to capture close-ups of the cavorting dolphins with a modern 

compact camera.

 

At this time of year Chanonry will also provide some good seabird action and we can 

anticipate Sandwich, Common and Arctic Terns to pass the point. 

From here we will travel to the Tarbat Ness and hope for further dolphin and seabird 

encounters but we will also have a better chance of spotting one of the regular Minke 

Whales that gather to feed in the North Sea at this time of year. 
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By the end of the afternoon it will be time to head across country to our first west 

coast base, Gairloch Highland Lodge and the glorious area around this small port. 

This will be our base for the next three nights as we explore numerous coastal 

hotspots. From here (weather permitting) we will join the Hebridean Whale Cruises 

team as we discover óThe Minchô one of the most cetacean rich stretches of water in 

the UK. In addition we will enjoy a superb array of seabirds that will probably include 

our closest encounters with Black Guillemots and Black-throated Divers, many of 

which will still be in full summer plumage. 
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The weather will strongly dictate our daily itinerary, calm weather will increase our 

cetacean sightings, whilst windy conditions will bring some very interesting seabirds 

close to the shore, with just a little good fortune we will enjoy an interesting mix of 

skuas, shearwaters and petrels from headlands like Red Point and Rua Reidh. 

Seabirds wonôt be the only thing that will draw our focus, the area is justly famous for 

its raptors and without doubt the star attraction is likely to be the enormous White-

tailed Eagle. This leviathan of the skies finds this stretch of the west coast very much 

to its liking so any disturbances amongst the local gulls or wading birds should keep 

the watchful observer full of keen anticipation.  

Southern based birdwatchers in the group will also appreciate many other birds that 

occur abundantly locally. Carrion Crows wonôt illicit a second glance for many 

birdwatchers in England but the chance to get close views of Hooded Crow 

(Hoodies) adds an extra dimension to the birding. Similarly the Linnets perched on 

the wires will most likely require a second glance as the region is home to a healthy 

population of Twite. 

The Minch is home to a wealth of sea life and the coast here provides a real 

opportunity get to grips with Otters as well as Atlantic Grey and Harbour Seals. Out 

on the water the big fins donôt all belong to cetaceans, for this is also one of the 
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premier places in the UK to encounter the worldôs second largest fish, the Basking 

Shark. These gentle giants can exceed 30ft in length and they are frequently 

observed filter feeding for zoo plankton in these rich waters. 

The same richness supports a complex web of life culminating in the lunge-feeding 

Minke Whales. Boat trips out from Gairloch frequently have intimate encounters with 

these slender rorquals as they sift fish and crustaceans from the ocean soup. They 

are joined at the feast by delightful and energetic Short-beaked Common Dolphins 

and possibly Rissoôs Dolphins. Closer to shore Harbour Porpoises are readily 

spotted in calm conditions. 

There is also a realistic chance of coming face to face with one of the most 

charismatic creatures on the planet, these monochromatic wanderers are true ocean 

super-predators; the óKing of the Dolphinsô;  the Orca. The Minch is a major part of 

the summer range of the óWest Coast Communityô of Orcas and these particular 

Orcas are specialist mammal hunters. 
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